2.21 (5) 2.980 (5) 163 (6) Symmetry codes: (i) x, y -1, z; (ii) -x, -1 -y, -z.
All H atoms were located from a difference Fourier map.
Data collection and cell refinement: MSC/AFC Diffractometer Control Software (Molecular Structure Corporation, 1988 ). Program(s) used to solve structure: MULTAN88 (Main et al., 1988) . Program(s) used to refine structure: KPPXRAY (Taga, Masuda, Higashi & Iizuka, 1991) including a modified version of ORFLS (Busing, Martin & Levy, 1962) . Molecular graphics: KPPXRAY. Software used to prepare material for publication: EDCIF-J (Osaki & Taga, 1993) .
Lists of structure factors, anisotropic displacement parameters, Hatom coordinates, bond distances and angles involving non-H atoms, and torsion angles have been deposited with the IUCr (Reference: ASl172). Copies may be obtained through The Managing Editor, International Union of Crystallography, 5 Abbey Square, Chester CH1 2HU, England.
C14H21NO2
adopts an envelope conformation. The 3-hydroxy and 2-hydroxymethyl groups are in pseudo-axial positions, while the the N-(1-phenylethyl) and 4-methyl groups are pseudo-equatorial. C9 08 C3 07
Comment
Alkylation of bicyclic (2R, 5R, 6R)-6-hydroxy-2-phenyl-3-oxa-l-azabicyclo[3.3.0]octan-8-one, (1) (Herdeis & Hubmann, 1994) , by methyl iodide, using a large excess of LDA-HMPA-MeI, gave rise not only to the monomethylated compound (2a), but also to a dimethylated compound, (2b)i'. The 6,7-cis diastereoisomers (3a) and 3(b), obtained by deprotonation-protonation of (2), were reduced by BH3Me2S to give the N-benzyl and N-(1-phenylethyl) pyrrolidines (4a) and (4b). The structure of (4b), the title compound, was established by X-ray analysis, which, in addition, allowed the determination of the absolute configuration of the N-(1phenylethyl) substituent. The absolute configuration of (1) is known from that of the (S)-5-(hydroxymethyl)-2pyrrolidinone precursor.
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Ph "" LR The structure of (4b) is shown in Fig. 1 . The pyrrolidine ring adopts an envelope conformation with atom C4 out of the plane of the other four atoms by 0.624 (2),~. The hydroxy group O8--H and the hydroxymethyl group C6----O7--H are in pseudo-axial positions, while the N-(1-phenylethyl) and C9-methyl groups are pseudo-equatorial. In the crystal, two hydrogen bonds are formed between neighbouring molecules: t This observation differs from results previously described (Brunet-Griffart, 1995) . (,£,, o) 
